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TUMULTUOUS HEARING: 


TOM WILLIAMS AFP/GETTY IMAGES 
Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee listen as Christine Blasey Ford (center) discusses her sexual assault allegation against Judge Brett Kavanaugh. 


EACH SIDE ‘100% CERTAIN’ 


TESTIMONY BY FORD, KAVANAUGH LEAVES NOMINATION IN BALANCE 


POLL: Californians 
mostly believed 
Kavanaugh accuser; 
him, not so much 


BY JOHN WILKENS 


They believed her more 
than they believed him. 

A SurveyUSA poll con- 
ducted after Thursday’s 
hearing for the Union-Trib- 
une and 10News says that 60 
percent of the respondents 
found Christine Blasey 
Ford’s story about sexual as- 
sault believable. 

Thirty-five percent of 
those polled found Brett Ka- 
vanaugh’s denials believable. 

Yet few opinions were 
changed about whether he 
should be seated on the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

Nine percent of those who 
supported his selection be- 
fore the hearing now oppose 
it, while four percent who op- 
posed it before now support 
it. 

Thirty-one percent who 
supported his nomination 
still do and 45 percent who 
opposed it were unmoved. 

The poll was taken 
shortly after a daylong tele- 
vised hearing in Washington, 
D.C., in front of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, which 
is scheduled to vote on Ka- 
vanaugh’s nomination to- 
day. 

Much of the country was 
riveted by the testimony. The 
poll of 1,100 Californians 
found that 97 percent had 
been paying attention to 
news stories about the sexu- 
al-abuse allegations leading 
up to the hearing, and about 
78 percent of them listened to 
at least some of the day’s tes- 
timony. 

They were asked a series 
of questions about the two 
main participants, and the 
results often split along gen- 
der and political lines. 

When asked whether they 
had favorable opinions of Ka- 
vanaugh, for example, 38 per- 
cent of the men and 27 per- 
cent of the women said yes. 
Among Republicans, 75 per- 
cent were favorable. Demo- 
crats — 7 percent. 

Ford’s favorability was 
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Christine Blasey Ford and Judge Brett Kavanaugh testified Thursday before members of the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee during a hearing on Kavanaugh’s nomination to be an associate justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The committee is scheduled to vote on the nomination today. 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE 


Ø A12 - Columnist Michael Smolens 
says Senate hearing poses problems 


for the GOP with female voters. 


daylong hearing. 


Ø A12 - San Diegans divided over 
credibility of those involved after 


BD £6 - Our editorial board weighs 
in with its view about the next steps 
in the process. 


DRAMA: Accuser 
describes assault: 
nominee lashes 

out at Democrats 


BY ROBERT BARNES 
& SEUNG MIN KIM 


WASHINGTON 

The most consequential 
Supreme Court opening ina 
generation gave rise to the 
most bitter Senate hearing 
inmemory Thursday, as Cal- 
ifornia professor Christine 
Blasey Ford accused Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh of sexually 
assaulting her when both 
were teenagers and Ka- 
vanaugh angrily assailed 
Democrats for pushing what 
he said were false charges to 
“blow me up and take me 
down.” 

The day began with an 
emotional punch as a self- 
described “terrified” Ford, 
her voice shaking at times, 
described in stark detail be- 
ing pinned on a bed by a 
drunken Kavanaugh at a 
high school gathering. 

Hours later, the drama 
escalated as Kavanaugh 
faced the Senate Judiciary 
Committee from the same 
chair and adamantly denied 
her charges. 

“You may defeat me in 
the final vote, but you’ll ne- 
ver get me to quit. Never,” 
the red-faced and defiant 
nominee told Democrats. 

The 53-year-old federal 
judge was often tearful and 
paused for gulps of water as 
he spoke about the toll that 
the allegations by Ford and 
two other women have taken 
on his wife, his children, his 
parents and his friends. 

“This has destroyed my 
family and my good name,” 
he said, adding: “This whole 
two-week effort has been a 
calculated and orchestrated 
political hit, fueled with ap- 
parent pent-up anger about 
President Trump and the 
2016 election.” 

He also attributed his 
treatment to “revenge onthe 
behalf of the Clintons.” Ka- 
vanaugh is a longtime GOP 
attorney who worked with 
special counsel Kenneth 
Starr to investigate former 
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McNEIL DEATH PUTS FOCUS 
ON USE OF WRAP RESTRAINT 


BY GREG MORAN 


For most ofthe two hours 
that Earl McNeil spent in po- 
lice custody May 26, he was 
bundled in black-and-yellow 
colored blanket with seat- 
belt-like straps — a restraint 
system that is supposed to 
protect officers and the per- 
son they are arresting. 

The device called The 
WRAP was developed by for- 
mer police officers in Walnut 
Creek and marketed as a 
safer way to restrain people 
than an alternate technique 
— hog tying, where the per- 


son’s ankles are tied to their 
handcuff as they lie face 
down. That kind of restraint 
has been blamed over the 
years for numerous in-cus- 
tody deaths, and even 

banned by some agencies. 
McNeil died June 11, two 
weeks after his arrest by Na- 
tional City police. The 
county Medical Examiner 
concluded he died from from 
brain damage caused when 
he stopped breathing, the 
result of combination of 
methamphetamine use, a 
heart attack and “respira- 
SEE WRAP « A10 


FEDS HELPING PORT OF S.D. PROBE CYBERATTACK 


Harbor Police computer systems have been 
harmed in a cyberattack, so the department is 


using alternative systems. 


K.C. ALFRED U-T FILE 


Ransomware culprit; 
Homeland Security, 
FBI are assisting 

BY MIKE FREEMAN 


The Port of San Diego is 
working with the FBI and 
U.S. Department of Home- 
land Security to investigate 
a cyberattack that crippled 
some of the port’s computer 
systems, with ransomware 
identified as the culprit. 

Port officials said Thurs- 
day the attack is centered on 
administrative computer 
systems, limiting the avail- 


ability of park permits, pub- 
lic record documents and 
some business services. 

Cargo shipping, cruise 
lines, ship manufacturing 
and other functions on San 
Diego Bay have not been af- 
fected, according to the 
port. 

A handful of port ten- 
ants, including ship builder 
General Dynamics- 
NASSCO and hotel owner 
Sunroad, confirmed to the 
Union-Tribune that they are 
operating as usual. 

“This is mainly an admin- 
istrative issue and normal 
port operations are continu- 
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